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PURPOSE
With Joy we glorify God,
With Love we nurture people,
With Care we serve God’s Creation.

MISSION STATEMENT

Christian Apologetics for Today

First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
is a multicultural congregation
committed to exalt God through the
celebration of Worship, to share God’s
Good News through Evangelism, to
nurture our members in an atmosphere
of contagious Fellowship, to transform
lives through Spiritual Growth
opportunities, and to equip members
for servant ministry to people in our
community and world which bears
witness to the Redeeming love of Jesus
Christ to the glory of God.

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be
ready to give defense to everyone who asks you a reason for
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” 1 Peter 3: 15

SUMMER ISSUE
JULY / AUGUST 2019
Please submit ministry news/activities
for the next Presbyts newsletter to
firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com.
The next issue will be published on

September 15, 2019
ISSUE 10: VOLUME 10
Editorial Staff:
FPCI Ministry Team
Pastor Harold E. Kidd
Elder Ruth Wessels
Elder Bob Boone
Ann Ratliff & Administrative Team

I recently returned from my Study Leave trip to Dallas, Texas in
attending the Annual E.K. Bailey Preaching Conference.
This year’s conference theme was focused on “Preaching
Ephesians: Equipping the Church.” One of the workshops I
attended was on Christian Apologetics lead by Dr. Eric Mason,
of Philadelphia, PA. A primary area of Dr. Mason’s expertise is
in Christian Apologetics.
Christian Apologetics is that branch of Christianity
that deals with the defense and establishment of the
Christian faith. Some consider it to be a field of theology
which holds that every Christian should be ready and equipped
to provide an answer to anyone concerning their belief in Jesus
Christ and the Christian faith. As we survey the New Testament
literature all of the authors were defending the faith: Paul, Peter,
James, John, Jude, to name a few. They were defending the faith
handed down to them in the midst of a culture that was
filled with heresies, religious pluralism, false doctrines as well
as false prophets.
Declared Paul in Ephesians 4: 13-14, “Til we all come to the
unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man (woman), to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; that we no longer be children, tossed to and
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in
wait to deceive.” Paul also made the declaration in Romans 1:
16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the
Jew first and also for the Greek.”
(Continued page 2)
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Christian Apologetics for Today
(Continued from page 1)

Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3: 15 “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”
John the beloved disciple wrote to believers under heavy persecution
near the end of the first century, “That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have seen with our own eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched-this we proclaim concerning
the Word of Life (Jesus)”1 John 1:1
As we survey the history of the church, believers have always needed
to give a defense of their faith in the midst of controversies, and every
wind of doctrine. “The first strand of confessional theology are the
creeds and confessions of faith, whereby the church acknowledged and
clarified what it believed, often in the context of significant controversy
and sometimes violence over dogma and interpretation (i.e. the Nicene
Creed (325), Augsburg Confession (1530), and Westminster
Confession (1646).At other times in history the church developed
confessional statements in the midst of some political mistreatment and
abuse of human beings. This form of confessional faith believed
that silence of the church in the face of evil is in fact complicity with
evil. (i.e. Barmen Theological Declaration (1934) in Nazi Germany
and the Belhar Confession (1986) during apartheid South Africa.”
(See Dr. Frank Thomas – The Choice, pg. XII).
Whether fashioned in the form of New Testament literature, a confession or creed, these
precious documents were written in giving a defense for the hope that is in us through the death,
burial and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. So, where does this lead us in
our own day and time? We are called to “always be ready to give defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”
We can only do this through a consistent personal study of scriptures, attending bible study, and
availing ourselves to opportunities where we may continue to grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Scripture study in readiness to give defense to everyone who asks us
a reason for our hope in Jesus Christ, builds biblical conviction, courage to stand for Jesus in
the face of heretical teachings, as well as cultural values and mores that are at their core antiChrist. May we all make it our aim to “study to show ourselves approved unto God, as men
and women who are not ashamed of the Gospel rightly dividing the word of truth. Shunning
profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.” 2 Timothy 2: 15
Grace and peace,
Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd
Pastor-Teacher
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JOSHUA INITIATIVE 2019
Rev. Carolyn Habersham
Executive Director

A Free Tutoring Program Offering
Math, Reading and Life Skills
To God be the glory for great things God has done! By the grace of almighty God, we have
been granted funding for another year. We are truly grateful to those who had the original vision
to name and begin the foundational work for Joshua Initiative; we are now blessed to stand on
their shoulders.
We successfully ended our Spring semester with our culmination program on Sunday June 9,
2019. We gave certificates to our students for their participation in the program; we also gave
certificates to our volunteers for their service to God through Joshua Initiative. With the help of
Nellie Yanes, our sewing students modeled their garments with pride and confidence.
We thank God for our new volunteers, Elder Jerilyn Davis and Deacon Debbie Hoskins for
the compassion, energy and love they gave to the students at Oak Street Elementary School. This
year we were blessed to work with a combination 1st and 2nd grade class. The teacher was so
overwhelmed with our presence and desire to work with the children she cried tears of gratitude.
We are currently recruiting volunteers for our next semester; we plan to begin the nurturing process
at the beginning of the Fall semester.
June 18, 2019 was the launch of our Summer of the Arts program in partnership with
NuTrailblazers Dance Company. The program is in session Tuesday through Thursday. We are
blessed to offer Pilates for Adults on Tuesday, Yoga for adults on Thursday. The classes for youth
are: Hip Hop, Ballet, on Tuesday and Thursday and art classes on Wednesday. The Arts Showcase
will be held on Friday, August 2nd beginning at 3:00 pm. Everyone is invited to come and see
what the children have learned this Summer.
Joshua Initiative is committed to bridging the gap between community and church using the
educational process and building sustainable relationships as we grow. To that end, we have
discovered there is only 1 robotics club that have children of color or from underserved
communities that are participating in competitions in the Los Angeles area. There are many clubs
and many students participating, however children of color do not have access to this type of
technology.
August 16, 2019 at 6:00 pm Joshua Initiative will partner with So. Los Angeles Robotics
to host a pop-up coding and robotics event called: Come Get the Experience. We are excited
about this event which is designed to help children in the community we service gain access to the
technology that will be needed for them to succeed in the future. We are using this event to be our
launch for coding and robotics clubs that will begin in September 2019. Joshua Initiative is setting
the pace for churches and community organizations in underserved communities. With God and
together we will make a significant difference in this community. To God be the glory!
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I am a Reflection of my Sister ... I am my Sisters' Keeper

City2Village International Initiative
FPCI Session is inviting the entire congregation to participate in a Nigerian Mission
Project. This is an Annual Donation Campaign to provide the women of Abia State,
Nigeria with gift (Feminine Totes) items. A list of recommended items can be found on
the Flyer, located in the Fellowship Hall and Church Office. All items can be brought to
the Church through July 28th and placed in the large bin as you enter the Fellowship
Hall. For further information contact Elder Mercy Udeochu.

This project promotes Feminine Health and Hygiene
in the Beautiful Village of Abiriba – Abi State, Nigeria
by providing hygiene Totes.
DO IT ANYWAY YOU LIKE…
ALL DONATIONS ARE A BLESSING!

The Gift of Giving
Some of the most significant and rewarding personal life experiences include the ability
to connect with another human being and enhance another life. This is the sole
purpose of City2Village – to connect with and enhance the lives of women.
C2V's international effort cultivates connection and enrichment of women abroad
by providing personal hygiene items which are both difficult to access and costly when in
arms reach. In addition to personal hygiene items, the project provides staple food items.
By providing these items, the lives of African Women are enriched, and we fortify their
efforts to care for their families.

"when

Women are Enhanced, the Family is Enhanced"
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
God wants You to know Him, because He loves You!
It's that time again!!! Join me, as your
Host, along with my loving church
family and friends,
for our Vacation Bible School!
"POWER UP: RAISE YOUR GAME"

Saturday, August 3, 2019
from 10 AM to 5 PM!!!
Come in your 80's themed video
game clothing and don't forget your
swimwear!!! We will have classes
with indoor activities, food, as well as
our outdoor activities: the bounce
castle, water sports, snow cones,
popcorn, and our special clown who
will make wonderful balloon animals
and amazing face painting!
Oh, and parents, you can also join in
on the FUN!
We have Adult Classes as well,
and I will jump in the bounce castle
with you if you want company. ;)
Bring your Family
and Friends- it's FREE!
Let me know if you or
your loved ones are interested!

~ Elder Erica Yanes ~
Church School Superintendent

Peace  Love!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
AUGUST 4TH
IS GRADUATES SUNDAY

⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧
Tuesday, July 23, 2019
HOUSING RIGHTS WALK-IN CLINIC
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Main Library, 3rd Floor Conference Room
101 W. Manchester Blvd.
Inglewood, CA 90301
Cost: Free
For assistance, please call (310) 412-5380.

CYBER KIDS JR. CLASSES
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Cost: Free
Call (310) 412-5645 for more information.

STUDENT
AMARIS GONZALEZ

Promoted to 9th Grade
Alexander Hamilton High School

CALYPSO BOONE

Promoted to 2nd Grade,
La Tijera Academy for Excellence

DOMINIC A. DAVIS

Promoted to 6th Grade
Wilder’s Preparatory Academy
Charter School

⬧⬧⬧

Thursday, July 25, 2019
DIGITAL DROP-IN CLINIC

5:00 PM – 8:00 pm
Main Library
New smartphone, tablet or computer? How
do I do that on my phone? Can I email this
from my tablet? Bring your troublesome
technology for help. 2nd floor, Reference
Department. For more information call:
(310) 412-5380.

EDSON JOHN
BAKAIMANI
JESSICA DIAMFIMPA
JOE JERRY UDEOCHU

⬧⬧⬧

Wednesday, July 31, 2019
LIFE SKILLS FOR TEENS

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

NEW GRADE / SCHOOL
DIPLOMA / DEGREE

KAYMEN A. DAVIS

Crenshaw-Imperial Branch
11141 Crenshaw Blvd, Inglewood 90303
Teenagers looking for advice on how to
construct a budget, build a résumé, or tackle
any of the other responsibilities they will
face as adults are welcome to come ask
whatever questions they may have.

First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood ~ JULY-AUGUST SUMMER 2019

SYLVIA HOPPER

6

Associate Degree
Electrical Construction/Maintenance
Promoted to 9th Grade
City Honors Preparatory Academy
Promoted to Kindergarten
Annalee Elementary School
(Carson)
Received High School Diploma
Will attend Santa Barbara City
College
Successfully Completed
On-Line Computer Class

LORD HERE OUR PRAYERS
Remembering and Nurturing our Sick and Shut-in


Our Sunday bulletins are heavy with the names of those in our church
in need of your intercession. We lift them up to you with our love,
knowing that your love and healing power is always nearby.
Lord, hear our Prayers as the warm nights of summer embrace us in our slumber,
so, Lord, we find your embrace keeping us warm in your love.
Each day of our week, we see or hear of one of our sisters or brothers
in need of your grace. We know that you are always there. Thank You Lord…


We ask your blessing and healing hand upon our sister Hazel Dunbar; she has been
diagnosed with Leukemia. Hazel spent several days in the hospital following the diagnosis
in order to bring her strength up to par, so she could go home. Now at home, she will
begin a critical 4-day regimen of chemotherapy in a few weeks. Please hold her hand and
be with her every step of the way, in this difficult journey to complete healing.
A dear young woman in Maryland, Valerie Connolly has need of your continuing
presence, as she battles breast cancer. Be with Valarie and her family and see them
through to a triumphant walk into the light of healing grace.
Our sister, Yvonne Brown recently returned from a trip to New Jersey to be with her
niece, Lisa Dinwiddie, who experienced four straight days of chemotherapy to stop the
spread of her cancer. Our prayers are with Lisa and her Aunt Yvonne.
We recently learned of the passing of Bob Niece, a longtime member of Covenant
Presbyterian Church, and friend to many of our old-time members. Bob was kind and
gentle man, and all who knew and loved him shall miss him.
Sunday July 28, 2019 we shall bid our goodbyes to our dear friend June Jacobson,
who returned to her heavenly home on Good Friday. Her family will be arriving from many
places outside of Inglewood. We pray that our hearts will join with theirs to confirm our
mutual love for June. The Memorial Service is scheduled to begin at 1:30PM.
Our prayers are following Christopher Malmo as he continues to deal with his painful
and serious cancer. We pray for comfort for Chris, his mother Barbara and all who love
him.

SPECIAL PRAYERS for Frank Ware and Family, Lee Arthur Spratts
(Nephew) hit by a car, Carolyn Cole (Niece) death by act of violence,
Liz Shaw-Stabler; Hal & Ruth Wessels, and Mary Jo White.

So, once again we ask for your healing, love and support
as we go about the daily happenings of our lives.
Thank you, Lord God, for your presence in our lives
and the strength you lend us. AMEN

~ Blessed by Elder Ruth Wessels ~
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
OF THE CONGREGATION
The Presbyterian Women of the Synod are
conducting their Summer Conference at
Chapman College on the weekend of
July 20 & 21. Women from all churches of
the Synod are attending.
The family of June Jacobson has
requested that we celebrate the “cookie
Lady” by bringing cookies to the Memorial
Service on July 28 at 1:30 P.M.
A fitting tribute to June, who provided
many cookies for our fellowship hours.





JOSHUA INITIATIVE
NEEDS YOU!!!

FINANCE REPORT
JUNE 2019
Balance Fwd. May 2019
June Receipts
Disbursement
Balance June 30, 2019

Joshua Initiative is recruiting volunteers to
help with our Black Board Program. The
program consists of volunteers that go to
Oak Street Elementary School to help the
teachers manage overcrowded classes,
and work with children who may need extra
help. If you have at least 1 hour a week, we
need you. Please contact Rev Habersham
at 424.309.9520, if you are interested.

$ 3,988.46
$36,202.99
$39,566.90
$ 624.85

Pledges Paid
May
June

$6,732.00
$8,388.00

Pledges Unpaid
May
June

$2, 084.00
$5,907.00

We thank you for your contributions
to the fulfilment of this responsibility.
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Wishing You a Blessed Summer!

First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
100 North Hillcrest Blvd. | Inglewood, CA 90301
310-677-5133 | Fax: 310-330-8242
Web: inglewoodfirstpres.org
firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com
FB: First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Inglewood
The Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd, Pastor-Teacher
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