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These precious words of king Solomon found in Proverbs chapter
3 have so much wisdom in them. As we live, we do learn and are
reminded that for every creation of God there is a life cycle or
‘rhythm’. The life cycle of seasons reminds us that for Mother
earth there are the seasons of Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer.
Each season bringing with it certain conditions and opportunities
that lead to change and perhaps growth and development related to
the next season.
Solomon was clear in his assessment of our life experiences that
there is a season for everything (vs. 2-8), yet he concludes that
“God has made everything beautiful in its time.” Even death,
which most of us do not like to think about, has a God-given
purpose in ushering in new life. For the believer, death in our
earthly existence ushers in eternal life. For the farmer, the grain of
wheat that is planted in the ground, symbolizing death and burial,
brings forth new life in the form of wheat.
Our human bodies are designed to regenerate, as old cells die, new
cells are formed. All of these examples speak to the life cycle of
created things, as well as the rhythm of Seasons and Cycles. In his
book ‘Your Church in Rhythm’ author Bruce B. Miller challenges
the idea of a balanced church – trying to have it all, all the time.
“Typically,” he writes, “church leaders try to have every ministry
moving at full speed, at every point in time and inevitably feel
guilty of any one aspect (worship, ministries, or outreach) is failing
or being neglected.” Leadership and/or the congregation might
falsely believe there’s something we’re doing wrong, or there must
be something we’re not doing.”
(Continued page 2)
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THE RHYTHM CHURCH
(Continued from page 1)

Which fails to take into account the reality that in the life of the church every ministry itself has a
life cycle. And in life cycles there are certain variables beyond our control. What’s important is
to realize the cycle that ministry is in, and how to make adjustments in the rhythm of that ministry
to fit the cycle. This makes some sense. Many years ago, a seasoned mentor, reminded me as we
were trying to keep a dying church organization alive, “Sometimes you have to let something die,
so that God in ‘due season’ can resurrect something new, when the timing is right.” Hum…
Your church in rhythm. What time is it in Your Church?
Years ago, our church in Baltimore, deeply desired to develop an outreach ministry to the
community. Try as we will, this vision did not materialize, until God sent the person and raised
up the leadership from within the congregation who would eventually lead this ministry as well as
the financial resources to make it happen. And when the season was right, a 5-day a week
community outreach program for youth emerged which prospered for more than 20 years.
Approximately 3 years ago I was asked to shoot a video and send it to the
church as they were giving that outreach ministry a decent ‘burial’ in the
form of an appreciation banquet for the staff and volunteers, because that
ministry had run its course. Seasons and life cycles.
In place of the elusive search for balance, Miller proposes we look for and
try to understand the rhythm of our church: flowing in seasons and cycles.
“Churches like people, need to give priority to different purposes and
ministries at different times.” For example, there may be a season where the
church needs to focus on a Capital Campaign, another season where the
focus is on Evangelism or Missions; another season where there is a heavy
emphasis on Spiritual Growth and Development or perhaps Worship.
It’s like Pastor Rick Warren’s example in his classic book ‘The Purpose
Driven Church’. Surfers don’t try to make waves; while being primed and
ready, they simply watch the oceans movements, and wait to catch the
waves they can ride. The seasons in the life of the church might be similar.
Where is the Holy Spirit moving, and how might we get in rhythm with the
movement of the Spirit?
Beginning the first Sunday of October,
I will be preaching a series on the church, entitled “The Church of Rhythm.”
In His Service,
Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd
Pastor-Teacher
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JOSHUA INITIATIVE 2019
Rev. Carolyn Habersham
Executive Director

A STEM PROGRAM
OFFERING ROBOTICS FOR THE FALL
The vision of Joshua Initiative is to bridge the gap between church and community via
education resources. In 1978 California passed Proposition 13 which was experienced as a major
victory for homeowners. What most people did not realize is that Proposition 13 also changed the
way funds were distributed to communities for education.
With the inception of Proposition 13 funds are now distributed based on the amount of
property taxes paid. Therefore, a community that has low property values receives less money for
education. Children who live in neighborhoods that pay less property taxes receive less resources
for their schools.
When we understand the distribution of
funds for education, we better understand why
schools in neighborhoods where the property
values are less, score lower in academic testing.
Statistics prove that with the inception of
Proposition 13, state testing scores have dropped
significantly in the less valued neighborhoods.
This past Summer Joshua Initiative partnered
with NuTrailblazers Arts Academy to offer yoga,
palates, art, hip hop, and ballet classes. This was
important because many of our schools no longer
offer classes in the arts. We also partnered with
South LA Robotics to offer our students an opportunity to participate in a Robotics Camp
for 2 weeks free of charge. The Robotics Camp culminated with our students participating in the
World Educational Robotics US Open Competition in Anaheim for 2 days.
Three (3) students won a trip to China to
participate in the World Educational Robotics
China Open in October 2019. The student that
won first place is a continuing student and student
instructor for Joshua Initiative. Donald Beatty,
started as a student in our first STEM class, then
stayed on to offer his service as a student intern.
Donald also works as our student Math Teacher.
We are proud to stand with Donald as he represents
the United Stated in China.
All the students traveling to China are from
underserved communities where robotics is not
part of their daily curriculum. We need your help so we can send 1 parent to accompany each
child. If you are able, you can make donations directly to Joshua Initiative.
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A STEM PROGRAM
OFFERING ROBOTICS FOR THE FALL
The competition was a phenomenal opportunity and experience for these children. Therefore,
Joshua Initiative in partnership with South LA Robotics hosted an event to launch our Tech clubs
in August. The event was a success and went above and beyond our greatest expectations.
As a result of our session with parents we have decided
to open registration for technology classes. The response was
so overwhelming that we now have gone from 1 class to 3
classes. Beginning Saturday September 14, 2019; we will
offer class for ages 9 and up on Saturdays 10:00 – 12 Noon;
ages 6-8; Saturdays 12:30 – 2:30 pm. We also offer classes
ages 9 and up on Wednesday 5:00 – 7:00 pm; we are prepared
to open a class on Thursdays from 5:00 – 7:00 pm if there is
a need.
The classes
will prepare our
students
for
several upcoming
competitions and
give them an
opportunity
to
fellowship with student that have the same interest as
themselves. We will also participate in a project called
“Hello Future” at LA Live in October. This program
is inviting students to better under technology and
ideas that will better prepare them for the future.
God blessed us to give backpacks to underprivileged students. We partnered with the PTA at
Oak Street Elementary School to make sure the students who were left out and in need of
backpacks and school supplies received the gifts. We are blessed to have our volunteers back at
Oak Street Elementary to help with classroom management.
Joshua Initiative is on the move and excited
about the path that God has us on. There is more
work to do and with God’s help we will provide
ministry in the places God where God is leading us.
Please continue to pray for us as we move
forward with the guidance of God to minister to the
community we serve. We thank FPCI for the
continued support and prayers that have
undergirded us in this season.

Please contact Rev Habersham at 424.309.9520,
if you are interested.
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MUSICAL TRANSITIONS
“Praise the Lord! For it is good to SING praises to our God;
For it is pleasant and praise is beautiful.” Psalm 147:1
In music a “transition” is a passage of music composed to link one section of music to another.
In the life of any congregation, the music ministry will periodically experience “transitions”. One
season of music in the life of the church connected by a transition that will link it to its next season.
Prayerfully and carefully managed under the guidance of the Lord, and our church leadership,
we are experiencing a season of “musical transitions” in the leadership of our church musicians.
Our beloved long-time Minister of Music and Church Organist, Anthony L.V. Kendrick retired
in March of this year due to increasing challenges with Parkinson’s. The church was able to
acquire in January of 2019 Dr. Christopher Dent as our Interim Choir Director and subsequently,
Dr. Janise White as Interim Church Organist in April. Unfortunately, Dr. Dent left us at the end
of April, and due to health challenges Dr. White informed us at the end of July she would need to
take time off to focus on her health. She ultimately informed us; health concerns would prevent
her from returning. May we keep each of them in our sincere prayers.
We continue to praise God that in the midst of staffing transitions in our music ministry, the Lord
was faithful in sending us Robert Gaylord and William ‘Bill’ Campbell who served our church
wonderfully during the month of August. A colleague, Rev. Carolyn Habersham, who experienced
transitions in her church’s musical leadership, recently reminded me “sometimes God sends people
short -time until the person He has who will serve permanently appears.” We are prayerful and
confident God us up to something beautiful in the life of our music ministry leadership!
A good news praise report is that following a productive search we hired Mr. Herman Jackson to
be our new Choir Director beginning the First Sunday of September. Herman was born in Detroit,
Michigan and is a product of the church. In his professional career he is an accomplished pianist,
producer, arranger, musical director and conductor. As well as releasing his own material,
Herman has worked with a diverse range of artists such as Stevie Wonder, Quincy Jones, Aretha
Franklin, Babyface, Frankie Beverly, Jessica Simpson, Rod Stewart and Dave Koz. Herman
served as director for the Ward AME Church Men’s Chorus prior to coming to FPCI.

CHOIR REHEARSALS have resumed on Saturdays, from 10AM. - 12noon. All choir
members and persons interested in joining the choir should plan to attend.
While the search committee (Elders Loretta Rogers, Hazel Dunbar ‘on leave’, Deacons Debbie
Hoskins, Paul Alford and Dr. James Hurd, consultant) continues to look for a permanent Church
Organist, we are delighted to welcome Mr. David Wheatley who has agreed to serve as our
substitute organist for the next four Sundays. David is a member of the American Guild of
Organists and has played for churches throughout the Southern California area.
Musical transitions suggest that one section of music is being linked to another. If we take this
definition used in music and apply it to our current ministry of music, it suggests that God is not
through with us yet! The best is yet to come! There is still a blessed season in music the church has
yet to offer to the glory of God. We invite you to keep this important part of our worship life in
your daily prayers.
In His Service,
Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd
Pastor-Teacher
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We Serve God’s Creation

First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
God wants You to know Him, because He loves You!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
L.A. PHIL’S NEW YOLA CENTER:
Why youth concert hall in Inglewood has global implications
With the Los Angeles Rams and Chargers forthcoming stadium certain to transform Inglewood a $14.5 million renovation of a former Security Pacific Bank building at 101 S. La Brea Ave.
located just a mile away may seem a smaller emblem of civic renewal, but an amazing opportunity
for the youth of our area. The Judith and Thomas Beckman YOLA Center at Inglewood is the
process of design by noted architect, Frank Gehry, and the Japanese acoustician, Yasuhisa Toyota.
Groundbreaking is scheduled for spring 2020.
The project is a continuation of the dream Gustavo Dudamel, conductor of the L.A. Philharmonic
Orchestra, brought with him when he arrived in Los Angeles in 2007. He proposed training young
musicians and opening musical education in underserved communities, as has been done in his
native Venezuela for many years.
Yola is already in operation in various youth centers in Central, Eastern and South L.A providing
free instruments, music training and academic support. The Inglewood facility will primarily serve
local students while also providing a gathering and performance space for other YOLA students
and faculty, including L.A. Phil musicians.
The 260-seat concert hall will allow for a retractable wall to allow the building to be broken up
quickly into concert, rehearsal and teaching areas. It will also include an ensemble room, a choir
room and a practice studio with all spaces totaling 25,000 square feet. Nearly all the students who
have gone through the program have gone on to college, some becoming music majors. Today
YOLA serves about 1200 young musicians, and with the new YOLA center, the L.A. Phil hopes
to double that number.
The center will not be fancy and will retain it’s 1960’s roughness.
It is meant for the community—Gehry calls it anti—
gentrification—the building will be available to Inglewood to use
during the day, before the children arrive for their after-school
classes and rehearsals.





Every year the Chaplaincy Program at
LAC+USC Medical Center distributes over
600 small blankets to hospital patients at
Christmastime. Each year dedicated
stitchers, knitters, quilters and crocheters
create glorious blankets to give to the hospital patients at Christmas. They are hoping to have
over 600 of them by early December. The size is minimum 36”x36” up to 46”x46.” Wouldn’t
this be a fun project for a cool fall or winter evening? Helping to warm the hearts and bodies
of 600 hospital patients?

An Opportunity
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A Second Wedding in Inglewood for

Abeni and Antoine
On October 13, 2019 at 1:30 pm in the Sanctuary of
First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood,
ABENI SHAW & ANTOINE WHITFIELD
will share their love in a second wedding ceremony for her
Church family and friends. Abeni was baptized at the
FPCI, therefore considers it her church home.
Their sacred vows will be held on
Sunday, September 29, 2019 in Chicago, Ill,
however, they have many friends and family
in the Los Angeles area.
Reception in Waddingham Fellowship Hall
immediately following the wedding ceremony
PLEASE NOTE: YOU MUST RSVP BY OCTOBER 6TH:

The entire church family is invited to attend the wedding and
reception; however, you must sign the Reception Book,
located on the counter in the Church office

OCTOBER 25, 2019
5:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Please bring your friends and family for
a fun night of fellowship.
GAMES | FUN | PRIZES | FOOD
Contact Rebecca Morgan
for more information!
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LORD HEAR OUR PRAYERS



Remembering and Nurturing our Sick and Shut-in
Dear Lord, as the cool nights and days of fall come upon us,
we are once again reminded of the transitioning of your earth.
Each day brings a new wonder, and our hearts feel your power.
Our faith is rooted in our understanding of your love and caring for each of us.
Lord, today we ask your special blessings on those in our congregation
who are in special need of You.


Hazel Dunbar has been receiving chemotherapy for Leukemia, she is currently on hiatus from the chemo
for several weeks now. She will begin again in two weeks. Hazel reports that her doctor has told her that
she is in remission. Thank you, Lord, for this encouraging news.
Our Interim organist, Janise White, has been told by her physician to curtail all activity at least until the
end of November. Janise was only with us for a few months but worked under difficult circumstances while
the organ was inoperative. Her gift of music to this church was pure joy, and we miss her very much.
Please Lord, watch over her and restore her to health.
Our “Organist Emeritus Anthony L.V. “Tony” Kendrick has been hospitalized but recently transferred to
a care facility where he will make his home. We pray that he will be happy and comfortable in his new
surroundings. Tony Kendrick was recently moved to an assisted living home located at 1059 S. Windsor
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019. The home is west of Crenshaw and South of Olympic. Visiting hours are
9AM to 9PM. This is a nice facility where Geneva Crawford lived prior to being relocated to her home in
Whittier. If you cannot visit, Tony would love cards and notes.
We give thanks for the return of Nancy Hughes. Nancy has been coming to church and showing us how
well she is feeling. We are so happy to see her and pray for continuing recovery.
Lisa Dinwiddie, niece of Yvonne Brown, is continuing her recovery from cancer surgery. We pray for
strength for her to get well.
Liz- Shaw Stabler has been set down by a terribly painful shingles attack. Liz is getting ready to go to
Chicago for her beautiful daughter, Abeni’s wedding. We pray that she has relief from the debilitating
shingles pain in order to enjoy the happy wedding day.
Maxine Wynne is recovering from surgery at home. She is still in pain but has the same cheerful attitude
as always. She also has the same wonderful caregiver, daughter Lisa. We pray for Maxine and thank you
God for dear Lisa. Please bring Maxine back with us soon.
Ruth Wessels asks for prayers for her two brothers. Brother George Cooke, 89 yrs. young, and living in
New Jersey, has recently had a surgery for a broken hip, and is not responding well to treatment.
The Rev. Dr. James Cooke of Nebraska, who is 87, has fallen and injured his shoulder. In the evaluation
for the fall, it was discovered that he has a recurrence of prostate cancer. He is undergoing radiation. Two
brothers separated by many miles and even more miles from Ruth.
Our love and prayers continue to go out to Janie and Gary Cuffe. Gary is recovering from heart bypass
surgery. We pray that he may be strong again soon. WE pray for Janie’s strength to care for him as
he recovers.
Lord God, be with our dear friend and Pastor Emeritus, Rev. Dr. Dan Newhall. Dan had a stroke and is
currently recovering at home. We pray for comfort and healing for Dan.
As always, we keep those on the weekly prayer list in our remembrances and prayers.
We thank you, God for watching over us always,
and leading us through the valleys of illness and need. Amen

~ Blessed by Elder Ruth Wessels ~
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First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood
100 North Hillcrest Blvd. | Inglewood, CA 90301
310-677-5133 | Fax: 310-330-8242
Web: inglewoodfirstpres.org
firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com
FB: First-Presbyterian-Church-of-Inglewood
The Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd, Pastor-Teacher

STEWARDSHIP
AND FINANCE NOTES
The Stewardship and Finance Ministry
continues to address items of importance to the church
They meet the third Tuesday of each month,
sometimes in Jonathan Lounge, or at a members’ home.
One of the most pressing topics of concern is Church Safety.
We have discussed the need for the safety of our members and find while there are not too
many things that can be done, the things we can do need to be addressed. We need to avoid
the trap of comparison. It is easy to wish we had a bigger ministry with more people and
resources. It is best to be patient , work with what we can do, and trust God’s timing.
So, as we go forward doing what we CAN do for church safety, we are asking for a few hardy
volunteers to add to our Safety Committee, and begin to do some simple things than

CAN be done. NOW.

Walta Smith is chair of this ministry. Going forward, we can make a plan that will benefit all.
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