
 

 
 
 
 

“NO ROOM IN THE INN” 
 

Dear Church Family: 
 

During this Advent-Christmas Season as we move towards 

celebrating the of birth of Christ, we are continually reminded that 

all is not well in our cities. There is still a growing population of 

families without the basic necessities of life such as food and 

shelter. I recently received a letter from a colleague, the  

Rev. Lawrence Dove, Pastor of the Park Hills Community Church 

(RCA) inviting our congregation to become part of a faith-based 

solution think tank and action plan.  Here’s an excerpt from  

the letter: 
 

“A recent report estimated 1,000 people will die this year on  

Los Angeles streets from the effects of homelessness.  This crisis is 

even more acute for African Americans who are nearly 40% of 

59,936 people experiencing homelessness in LA County: Yet, we 

are less than 9% of the county population.   Out of this disparity, 

the Black Ecumenical Congress on Homelessness was formed to 

build a coalition of clergy and church support to address the 

hardships people are enduring and reaffirm their humanity  

and dignity. 
 

Black churches throughout Los Angeles County are the most 

enduring and powerful institutions.  The challenge is to bring the 

spiritual and moral power as well as the resources of the black 

church to lift out sisters and brothers trapped in the devastating 

cycle of homelessness.  Some churches are already actively 

engaged.  The sheer scope of the issue requires many more to 

become involved. 
 

 (Continued page 2) 
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PURPOSE 
With Joy we glorify God, 

With Love we nurture people, 

With Care we serve God’s Creation. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood 

is a multicultural congregation 

committed to exalt God through the 

celebration of Worship, to share God’s 

Good News through Evangelism, to 

nurture our members in an atmosphere of 

contagious Fellowship, to transform lives 

through Spiritual Growth opportunities, 

and to equip members for servant 

ministry to people in our community and 

world which bears witness to the 

Redeeming love of Jesus Christ to the 

glory of God. 
 

 
 

FALL / WINTER ISSUE 

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2019 

Please submit ministry news/activities 

for the next Presbyts newsletter to 

firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com. 

The next issue will be published on 

JANUARY 19, 2020 
 

ISSUE 11: VOLUME 11 

Editorial Staff:  

FPCI Ministry Teams 

Pastor Harold E. Kidd 

Elder Ruth Wessels 

Elder Bob Boone 

Ann Ratliff & Administrative Team 
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“NO ROOM IN THE INN” 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

We are launching the Black Ecumenical Congress on Homelessness, an 

organization dedicated to utilizing the wisdom, networks, and resources of 

faith-based organizations to eradicate homelessness within our 

communities.  The Advent/Christmas Season is a perfect time for us to speak 

about homelessness from our pulpits.  The theme “No Room in the Inn” 

(Luke 2:7) seeks to align the birth story of the Christ-child to the 

contemporary homelessness crises in our county.  We invite you and your 

congregation to become a part of the homeless solution during the advent.” 
 

First Inglewood has a tremendous history of seeking to minister in various 

forms to those who are homeless and in need of food. Thanks to our Board 

of Deacons and generous donors, offering food vouchers as well as 

periodically providing temporary housing in a motel for those in need of 

shelter.  For many years we participated in the annual LAX Crop Walk for 

Hunger under the leadership of the late Elder Ruth Hiersemann. For several 

years we partnered with Community United Presbyterian Church and Angeles Mesa Presbyterian 

Church in a Downtown Sandwich Ministry taking approximately 300 lunches six times a year to 

persons living on the streets in downtown Los Angeles. Annually we have distributed Thanksgiving 

and Christmas Love Boxes to families during the holiday season. And for many years Jay Stabler made 

sandwiches on a weekly basis to be given to the St. Margaret’s Center to help feed the hungry. In 

response to Hurricanes and floods the church has also participated in sending Health Hygiene kits of 

Puerto Rico and Nigeria.  
 

In the past 2 years members of our church have participated with the congregations of Holy Faith 

Episcopal Church and First United Methodist Church of Inglewood in several community actions 

designed to bring attention to the growing problem of displacement in Inglewood due to the rising 

costs of rents for many families living in our city. Through determined advocacy at city council 

meetings, neighborhood walks, phone banking and town hall meetings, enough support was galvanized 

to convince the Inglewood City Council to approve a rent stabilization ordinance in June of this year. 

The ordinance is still being fine-tuned. So, we now find ourselves yet being asked the question of how 

can we share our resources of love, time, and compassion in remaining faithful to Christ’s call to do 

Justice, love Mercy and walk humbly with our God? Perhaps by continuing to remain involved in 

ministries in partnership with sister congregations and institutions in addressing the housing and 

homeless crisis, as we are led by the Holy Spirit! 
 

At a recent Inglewood LA Voice Home Team Retreat held on November 9th we developed the following 

Purpose Statement and goals for the year 2020. 
 

Purpose Statement 
Our purpose is to live out our God-inspired calling to transform our communities for the better.  With 

love of God, neighbor and self, we build transformative power amongst the faith and wider 

communities that all may have a strong quality of life with peace and justice.  Through community 

organizing, we will grow leaders, share resources and take collaborative action that creates justice 

and belonging for all God’s children in the City of Inglewood, the County of Los Angeles and State of 

California.  

   WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH With Love We Nurture People 
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“NO ROOM IN THE INN” 

(Continued from page 2) 

 
 

Issues:  
 

Affordable Housing 

▪ Implementing rent control in Inglewood 

▪ Confirming Community investment re: Clippers/Balmer; 75 Million Dollars CBA 

▪ Building Faith-Based Affordable Housing Units 

▪ Collaborate with LA County and other non-profit organizations to build affordable 

housing 

Jobs/Equitable Distribution of Resources 

▪ Preserving small business/rent stabilization 

▪ Policy that incentivizes small business ownership  

Education/Good Schools 

▪ Passing Schools & Communities First (state-wide) 

▪ Support re-incorporation of Inglewood Unified School District 

 

There are many opportunities for members and friends of our church to become involved in some 

ministry that seeks to address these issues of our times. My prayer is that as a church we’ll continue in 

this rich legacy of serving others through ministries of mission and outreach. Stay tuned for more 

details. During this season of Advent-Christmas, may we give thanks to God for our many volunteers 

who continue to serve the underserved in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 
In Christ’s Service, 
 

Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Holiday Love Boxes 

Giving Thanks to God and You! 
 

The Committee would like to thank the 
Church Family and Community Friends for food and 
monetary donations. Special Kudos to everyone who 
helped with the coordinating logistics by filling bags 

and showing love for those in need. 
 

Yvonne Christian ~ Dee Charlton ~ Brenda Hughes 

Maxine Wynn ~ Bob Boone 
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 With the help of God, we began the month of November with a victory in China.  Our 
team traveled to Rhizao, China in October 2019 and returned with First Prize in their AI 
Presentation and Coding.  The team has been invited to compete in the World Robotic 
competition in Shanghai, China December 2019.  Pray for us as we believe God for the money 
to send our team to Shanghai.  They are the only team invited from the United States.  The 
trip to China was a tremendous lifesaving and life-giving blessing for each of these families.  
Our team made friends with the teams from Korea, Philippines and the UK and have been 
keeping in touch to share coding ideas.  These friendships will serve them for years to come. 
 

 Our enrollment for November is up and as of November 
10th we saw many new students.  Interest in our program 
has grown and we are thankful to God.  Jennifer Lashley, 
the founder and CEO of So. LA Robotics has been 
approved by the Home School Administration to offer 
Robotics classes as part of our program for academic credit 
for those students who are home schooled.  God is 
continuing to do exceedingly, abundantly more than we 
could ask or imagine. 
 

 Our Daughters of Destiny program at Grace Hopper Stem 
Academy has grown to another level.  The girls told the 
school administration that they are loving the program and 
believe that the program is helping them with their life skills.  
Ms. Saidah Johnson, mother of one of our students Donald 
Beatty, has co-partnered with me to do the sessions and we 
are expecting great things from God in the lives of these girls. 
The girls hosted a Fall Festival as a fund raiser for their 
senior expenses, Joshua Initiative donated some of the 
needed items for their event and the school and the girls 
were very grateful. 

 
 
 

 Our volunteers continue to do good work as classroom helpers.  We are thankful to 
Jeri Davis, Debbie Hoskins who have been committed to the project.  We are awaiting 
clearance for Loretta Rogers who will soon join the team at Oak Street Elementary School. 
 

 God blessed us with an MSW (Social Worker) intern Sally Hamilton who is clearly on 
divine assignment.  Sally has been a tremendous help on Saturdays with the children.  Sally 
is very easy to work with and she takes great joy in her work.  Jared Morgan is Sally’s 
supervisor as well as Program Manager; Jared’s work with Sally is evident and is currently 
working to bring more programs to Joshua Initiative.  Stay tuned there is more to come. 

  

   WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH With Love We Nurture People 

JOSHUA INITIATIVE 2019 
Rev. Carolyn Habersham 

Executive Director 

A STEM PROGRAM 
OFFERING ROBOTICS FOR THE FALL / WINTER 

THANKFUL FOR GIFTED TEACHERS, VOLUNTEERS AND RESOURCES! 
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JOSHUA INITIATIVE 2019 

Rev. Carolyn Habersham 

Executive Director 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Joanne Tillman serves as Program Developer has been diligently working on finding 
grants and preparing grant proposal packets to be sent to several possible funding sources.  
Joanne is also working hard to find a venue to do another Teen Girl conversation event at the 
beginning of 2020. 
 

 Our partnership with So. LA Robotics has been a blessing for Joshua Initiative.  Rev. 
Habersham has been training on the robots and teaching classes on Wednesday and 
Saturday. Adding Rev. Habersham to the teaching staff has allowed us to take more students, 
especially the younger students.  Our classes are currently preparing for competition in 
February and we are confident our teams are ready and will be successful in that competition. 
 

 We are thankful to FPCI for all your support and to Pastor Kidd who has been very 
supportive in every way with this program.  With God and together we will all see miracles.   
 

 

 

Humbly submitted, 
Rev. Carolyn Habersham, Executive Director 

  

   WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH With Love We Nurture People 

A STEM PROGRAM 
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SKILLS AT WORK 

NEW PRODUCT FOCUS 
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ANNUAL ADVENT 
SUPPER AND 
STUDY  
 

Plan to join us for three weeks of study and 

fellowship. Our study guide will be 

“Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes” and 

will be available at the first meeting for $13 

each.  Meals will be provided by the host 

church and the studies will be led by Rev. 

Dr. Harold E. Kidd, Rev. Dr. Kerry L. 

Allison and Rev. Ann Hayman. 

 

2019 MEETING 

SITES 
──── 

WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 4 

Knox Presbyterian 

Church  

──── 

WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 11 

Church of the 

Redeemer  

──── 

WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 18 

Westminster 

Presbyterian Church  

──── 

A lite supper is served 

at 6 PM and the study 

begins at 

7 PM 

──── 

Sponsored by  

 

──── 

COMPANY NAME 

Street Address 

City, ST ZIP Code 

     WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH With Love We Nurture People 
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OCTOBER 25TH.  We had timed word searches for prizes, played dominos and other family 

friendly games like Apples to Apples and Connect 4.  The children got to decorate oranges 

we called out, "healthy pumpkins" (thank you Ms. Brenda for the creative idea!)  and we 

had several winners in our competitive Bingo!  As we see our church grow, so too do we see 

the growth of Family Fun Night.  Thank you everyone who showed up to support; the 

company was incredible :). It was truly wonderful to see the energy of many young children 

running about and to connect intergenerationally. Healing occurs in community and when 

we participate in these church events, we're receiving our spiritual medicine. We hope to 

see you at our next event in February! 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT! EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP 

WE HAD FUN!! 

I’M THE BIG 

WINNER! 

LOOK AT ME! 

WAIT!!  

Hold-on! I’ve got this! 

KUDOS  

Event Coordinators! 

THANK YOU 

Daddy duty 

We made faces  

on Oranges 

ADORABLE! 
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CALL TO THE CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING FOR THE ELECTION OF 
RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS 

TO THE CLASS OF 2021 
 

will be held on Sunday, December 8, 2019 
immediately following the morning worship 
in the Sanctuary. All active members on roll 

are asked to be present. 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH OFFICERS 
TRAINING FOR  

RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS 
 

“Navigating the  
Social Service System” 

 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Knox Presbyterian Church 
 

Continental Breakfast and Lunch 
Served More details to follow in the 

January Presbyts! 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

   WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH With Love We Nurture People 

First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood 
God wants You to know Him, because He loves You! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Each day our individual prayers come to you and we feel safe and re-assured that  

you hear them. But sometimes, Lord, we find that sharing our joys and sorrows with those we 

love gives our prayers to you a shared perspective and reassurance.  

These past days have been difficult for many in our congregation,  

as we said goodbye to family members, and dear friends alike, and illness has colored the lives 

of so many of us. Hear our prayers, Oh Lord, and comfort us as no other can. 

   
Remembering and Nurturing our Sick and Shut-in 

 

On November 05 Lord, you welcomed Mr. Felcie Kidd Sr., much loved cousin of Pastor Harold 

Kidd into his heavenly home. Our sympathy has gone out to Dr. Kidd, and the Family of Felcie. 
 

We learned with great sadness of the sudden heart attack suffered by Ms. Jennifer Cuffe, daughter 

of Gary and Janie Cuffe. Jennifer passed on October 28 at her home in Dayton, Ohio. Jennifer 

grew up in our church and was a wonderful part of our Sunday School. 
 

On November 02, longtime member Mrs. Lerl Brown passed on to be with her Lord and Savior. 

Lerl was truly a giving person. Every Sunday, for many years she called the sick and shut-ins, and 

read the scripture of the week to them. She was fun, and full of life, and loved by all who had the 

good fortune to know her. A memorial for Lerl was held on Friday, November 15. We will 

remember Lerl and her family in our daily prayers. 
 

Ruth Wessels has recently said goodbye to two members of her family. On Sept. 28, Ruth’s sister, 

Mrs. Jeannette Calabrese who was 91 years old, entered the Kingdom. On October 21, Ruth’s 

Brother Mr. George Cooke, 89, a Deacon in the Bellmore L.I. Presbyterian Church, joined his 

sister in greeting our Lord. The passing of brother and sister leaves only Ruth and her brother Jim 

remaining of a family of nine children.  
 

Lord we ask your comfort and healing for our beloved sister, Hazel Dunbar. Hazel was recently 

told that the Leukemia which has made her so ill, had gone into remission. Now she hears that her 

red blood count is dangerously low. Our prayers are with Hazel as she struggles with new 

developments. 
 

Ms. Karen Lawrence, who has worked with Liz Stabler for many years at the Center for Lupus 

care, recently entered the hospital for the removal of a tumor from her tongue. Karen is at home 

now recuperating. Lord be with her as she heals and bring her new strength. 
 

Oh Lord, illness seems to be all around us, and we pray for your peace and healing. Our prayers 

are reaching out to Mrs. Arnita Kidd, beloved sister-in law of Dr. Kidd, who is undergoing 

chemotherapy following surgery for breast cancer.  Our hearts reach out to Ms. Elmarie Jones, as 

she battles cancer. We also lift up Janie Cuffe, who has been diagnosed with breast cancer, and is 

undergoing radiation treatments. Maxine Wynn is finishing her round of 25 radiation treatments, 

after successful surgery. Our continuing prayers for Liz Stabler still challenged with shingles 

in her scalp. The love and prayers of all in our church family are with them all.  
 

As always, we keep those on the weekly prayer list in our remembrances and prayers. 

We thank you, God for watching over us always,  

and leading us through the valleys of illness and need. Amen 

~ Blessed by Elder Ruth Wessels ~  

LORD HEAR OUR PRAYERS 
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WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH  With Love We Nurture People 

A Reflective  
Christmas Prayer 

 

Amidst the giving of gifts, 
 the excitement of children and  

the cooking of traditional  

dinners,  it is easy to miss 

"the reason for the season, 

"the birth of God's son,  

Jesus Christ” Father God, 

When your precious Son 

 became a tiny baby in a  

stable in Bethlehem 

in poverty and simplicity, 

you changed our world.   

As we imagine those surroundings, 

 we join with the shepherds  

and the wise men in wonder  

and praise.  

 We thank you for our material lives,  

praise you for our spiritual lives,  

and trust in you for our eternal life.  

Amen 

Emmanuel, God is with us!! 
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CONGREGATIONAL GIVING AND ATTENDANCE 

April 2017, 18, 19 through November 2017, 18, 19 
 

  2017 2018 2019 
April       

  Pledges  
 $                    
6,194.00  

 $                    
6,308.00  

 $                   
5,638.00  

  Unpledged Gifts  
 $                    
9,091.00  

 $                    
7,759.00  

 $                   
5,637.00  

Attendance  346  Loose Offering  
 $                       
379.00  

 $                        
475.00  

 $                   
1,416.00  

  

 $                 
15,664.00  

 $                  
14,542.00  

 $                
12,691.00  

     

  Pledges  
 $                    
4,671.00  

 $                    
5,120.00  

 $                   
6,732.00  

May  Unpledged Gifts  
 $                    
6,397.00  

 $                    
5,362.00  

 $                   
2,084.00  

  Loose Offering  
 $                       
267.00  

 $                        
266.00  

 $                      
191.00  

Attendance 291  

 $                 
11,335.00  

 $                  
10,748.00  

 $                   
9,007.00  

     

  Pledges  
 $                    
5,874.00  

 $                    
5,784.00  

 $                   
8,388.00  

June  Unpledged Gifts  
 $                    
7,630.00  

 $                    
6,766.00  

 $                   
5,907.00  

  Loose Offering  
 $                       
161.00  

 $                        
147.00  

 $                      
208.00  

Attendance371  

 $                 
13,665.00  

 $                  
12,697.00  

 $                
14,503.00  

     

July  Pledges  
 $                    
6,096.00  

 $                    
5,649.00  

 $                   
6,019.00  

  Unpledged Gifts  
 $                    
6,057.00  

 $                    
6,891.00  

 $                   
3,646.00  

Attendance  256  Loose Offering  
 $                       
161.00  

 $                        
153.00  

 $                   
1,091.00  

  

 $                 
12,314.00  

 $                  
12,693.00  

 $                
10,756.00  
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First Presbyterian Church of Inglewood 
100 N. Hillcrest Blvd. | Inglewood, CA 90301| Phone: 310-677-5133 | Fax: 310-330-8242 

inglewoodfirstpres.org | firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com |      www.facebook.com: Church First 

The Rev. Dr. Harold E. Kidd, Pastor-Teacher 

 

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING AND ATTENDANCE  
April 2017, 18, 19   through Nov. 2017, 18, 19 

(continued) 
 

August Pledges 
 $                    
4,781.00  

 $                    
5,120.00  

 $                   
5,987.00  

 Unpledged Gifts 
 $                    
6,413.00  

 $                    
6,832.00  

 $                   
2,970.00  

 Loose Offering 
 $                       
153.00  

 $                        
133.00  

 $                         
92.30  

Attendance 282     

  

 $                 
11,347.00  

 $                  
12,085.00  

 $                   
9,049.30  

     

  

 $                 
64,325.00  

 $                  
62,765.00  

 $                
56,006.30  

     

September Pledges 
 $                    
5,002.64  

 $                    
6,652.00  

 $                   
7,893.00  

 Unpledged Gifts 
 $                    
6,520.00  

 $                    
6,569.20  

 $                   
6,925.00  

 Loose Offering 
 $                       
145.00  

 $                        
167.65  

 $                      
133.50  

Attendance 382     

  

 $                 
11,667.64  

 $                  
13,388.85  

 $                
14,951.50  

     

 October Pledges 
 $                    
6,052.00  

 $                    
4,041.00  

 $                   
5,361.00  

 Unpledged 
 $                    
7,623.00  

 $                    
7,623.00  

 $                   
2,464.00  

 Loose Offering 
 $                       
288.00  

 $                        
288.00  

 $                      
213.00  

Attendance  278     

  

 $                    
8,038.00  

 $                  
11,952.00  

 $                   
8,038.00  

     

   $     84,030.64  
 $      
88,105.85   $     78,995.80  

mailto:firstpresinglewood@yahoo.com

